Sample Pitches that Garnered an Agent or Editor Request

In Past CB Writers Conference
1. Tomboy Tess
· During a blizzard in 1891, thirteen-year–old Tess can’t convince the adults in a tiny Colorado mining camp that her Pa, who went to pick up the payroll, is in dire trouble.  Though hindered by a deformed leg, Tess recruits a young friend, and the teens strike out on their own to rescue Pa, battling freezing cold, driving snow, and four-foot drifts.  Their search is bedeviled when they encounter an injured reverend, who Tess suspects knows what happened to her missing father.  Can Tess and friend, find her father and recoup the community’s money in time to save Christmas?
2. Wasted
· Jake Selfling, cynical journalist extraordinaire, hates compassionate people – those who care about children, the poor and especially the mentally ill.  He thinks people say they “care” for two reasons only: self-aggrandizement or money. That’s why when a D.U.I. conviction results in Jake being sentenced to community service at a group home for batty seniors, he thinks he’ll go insane.  Indeed, the first week of night terrors, incontinence and general bedlam almost push him over the edge. In the end, however, the home’s residents team up with a cub reporter half Jake’s age to help him find compassion and redemption.
3. The Blondes of South Gertruda Ave
· People turn up dead or disappear on South Gertruda Avenue, home to five dynamic blondes who each have something to hide.  The oldest knows about the neighborhood Indian burial ground and its possible connection to the crimes, the most beautiful is being stalked, the richest has lost everything she ever cared about, the saddest has terrible taste in men,  and the maddest is going to jail for her husband’s malfeasance.  Which blonde is not who the others think she is and can she save herself from the killer?   

4. Whitewater Rafting, 1901 

· A civil service engineer recruits a trusting local photographer to brave the unexplored rapids of the Gunnison River through the Black Rock Canyon on a rubber raft in 1901.

5. Death in The Foreign Service
· DEATH IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE is romantic suspense about a teacher in the American community of Ankara, Turkey in 1957.  She finds the murdered body of a gypsy holding a letter she wrote to her fiancé—but he disappeared during WWII.  With the help of an attractive Turk, she finds her fiancé involved in a Cold War plot to subvert the Turkish democracy.  Against a mysterious background of Ottoman tradition vs. Turkish westernization, she must choose her love and save herself, now that she possesses dangerous knowledge.  

